Ladies and gentlemen,

v 1 would like to thank you for coming today in such large numbers to lend solemnity to the
promotion of this project as a large number of people were also involved in its realization,
which they made possible with their ideas, material support, work or, like our recent citizen
of Vukovar Nikica Karacic, with their enthusiasm and art

v this exhibition, without anyone being aware of it, started coming into being back in 1991, in
one small private company which, among other things, offered press clipping services, for
which 1, at the time, was not really sure what it meant exactly. When others in the office
learned that 1 was from Vukovar, a red-haired girl that managed that department one day
brought me a big box and said: look, we monitored all articles in Vukovar for one of our
clients. It seemed a waste to throw them away so, here, if you are interested... You need to
understand that none of us in Vukovar had seen newspapers for three months and had no
idea what and how much was written about Vukovar at the time. This was a veritable
treasure trove.. In short, the people from Presscut d.o.o. continued to follow for years
everything that was written about Vukovar, which is precisely the reason why today we have
a collection like this. 1t is also important to mention that during those war-time years, the
company also employed several refugees from Vukovar, some of which still work there today.
So, 1 can honestly and openly say that they are sincere and true friends.

v You could (and still can) read everything about the concept of the exhibition in our catalogue
but there are a few things 1 would like to particularly emphasize:

® The collection (for now) contains approximately 3000 newspaper articles
collected from domestic and international print media. This is certainly not
their final number and we hope in time we will be able to “compete” it, but
even as it stands now, it represents a genuine treasure — | would argue it is
not only Vukovar’s treasure but a national treasure as well. As far as 1 know,
no institution in Croatia has anything that can compare to this.

®  The collection has been entrusted to the Memorial Centre of the Homeland
War, that is, to the centre’s multimedia department. 1 believe that is the right
place for it since other museums and memorial institutions of this city hold
cultural treasures of a much general or a much more specific nature.

= This collection is meant to serve as one of the elements for organizing a
unique segment of that museum’s display, dedicated to the media in war in
general as well as to war reporters in particular. This would be the so called
PRESS room, in which journalists, historians and other interested persons
would have access to all media material related to the war in Vukovar in
1991. 1 have already contacted Mr Martin Bell and asked him to ask his
colleagues, foreign reporters from Vukovar, to send us their accreditations
from that time, which we would also exhibit at the museum. 1 would like to
use this opportunity to also invite our Croatian colleagues to do the same.

® In the end, 1 would like to thank everyone who supported or in any way
helped to make this project happen. As far as you, the visitors, are
concerned, 1 hope you will see it as a sort of city memory book. Not all of
the memories it contains are pleasant, just the opposite, but in 1991 they
tried to destroy even our and the city’'s memories. This is one of the proofs
that they failed.



