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When Alenka called me several months ago and told me what this wonderful Vukovar team was 

planning to do, I needed some time to recognize the combination of emotions that overwhelmed me 

at that moment.  

There was melancholy there, as well as joy, and pride... 

Today, we mostly think of the media as the sources of daily information. Information that, with 

technological advancements, has been made more available to us, and is becoming more ephemeral, 

less valuable, and more easily forgotten.  

Media theorists have taught us that it is precisely the Media that “decide what is worthy of being 

reported” (Meyer), and thus “...create the image of the world” (John Street). 

The media witness the times we live in. 

The events that occurred in Vukovar were, unfortunately, something that must never happen again, 

which is why it is essential to constantly and continually learn from the media testimonies of that 

time. 

However, opportunities are rare. It is as if, today, we are faced with some sort of fear of what we will 

read, see, hear. Newspaper documentation in Croatia is sparsely or not at all available to the public, 

sealed, stored in inaccessible basements.  

The media reported the truth about Vukovar and thus testified and defied all those who back then 

and now would try to manipulate the media. With this exhibition, Vukovar has once again shown its 

determination and became first in Croatia, the region and wider, to demonstrate that truth to the 

public. We are proud that we were able to, at least in part, contribute to that. 

Alenka, thank you for brining all of us present here to make possible this wonderful idea and above 

all a worthy project. For us, who felt in those years as if we were fighting against windmills, this is a 

recognition that hard work always pays off, even though that might happen after 20 years.  
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